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Hello, 
 
  
 Seriously, it is almost time 
to check over our motorcycles and 
get them ready for the road.  The 
ride schedule is typed and ready 
for the coming season.  We 
sincerely hope that everyone will 
make an effort to join us for some 
of the rides.  Just check it over and 
make your choices.  While putting 
it together, we definitely looked 
over the information that you all 
shared with us for upcoming rides, 
dinners, and ice cream runs and 
incorporated them into the 
schedule.  We sincerely hope that 
some of you will volunteer to lead 
a ride for us or at least help us to 
get one organized.  Let me say that 
everyone’s help and  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

recommendations were greatly  
appreciated by the group who 
organized the ride schedule.  Great 
Job Everyone. 

We are looking forward to 
the Hobo Stew (April 24th at Lums 
Pond) and hope to see all of you 
there either participating in the 
various events or, hopefully, 
helping out where needed.  Every 
year we have an enjoyable time 
renewing friendships with people 
we see sporadically and spending 
time with those we see often.  So 
come on out and enjoy the day 
with all of us.   

Up- coming for the end of 
this month we have our chapter 
gathering at Damon’s.  After the 
gathering we plan on going up to a 
candy factory in Mommoth, NJ.  
We plan on taking cars, but if 
some people want to ride their 
bikes (weather permitting) that 
would be great also.   
There is a great new program out 
from National called the “Officer 
Certification Program.  Dan & I, 
Chris & Lorraine Kissell, Bob & 
Kathy Petersen along with Mike & 
Jennifer Brown (District Directors) 

attended this training on March 
13th & 14th.  .  The training was 
fantastic and we all learned quite a 
bit.  The great thing is, anyone can 
take the training so we would like 
to encourage people to take it and 
really learn what GWRRA is all 
about. 

Please read through the 
newsletter to see what events and 
rides are coming up, along with 
information from our District 
Directors. 

Terrie & Dan 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Newsletter Deadline:  
the 10th of every month 
Newsletter Procedures 
to submit: 
•Newsletter Articles •Want 
Ads 
•Favorite Recipes •Jokes / 
Stories 
•Photo’s (membership, 
rides, guess who’s, etc.) 
Please send electronically if 
able to: 
Terrie & Dan 
bearlyours1@verizon.net.  
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Ride Safe 
 
Terrie & Dan 

 

                                         

 
 
 
 
 
 
Hooray! 
 
We have all survived the great snow storms of 2010.  So 
let’s think Spring and get ready to ride!  We would like to thank all the members and guest who attended our 
Lion Heart Award Dinner and Dance.  We had a spectacle time, with the award being presented to Barbara 
Walter’s from our sister Chapter “B”.  The food was great and I think everyone took a turn on the dance floor.  
Even Jenny & I did our first country line dancing and we weren’t too bad if I might add.  There was also a 
challenge from Chapter “B” to Chapter “A” with which group could sing the best Happy Birthday song.  Our 
visiting friends from PA-V were judges and had a tough decision with it ending up being a tie.  
 
We hope to a make this an annual winter event, giving us the opportunity to get together in our off riding 
season.  So don’t forget to keep track of someone that has done something special who you might want to 
nominate for the 2010 Lion Heart Award.  
 
We’re still All Fired Up!!  
 
Thanks 
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National & Regional News 
 
We will try to keep you informed of any news passed to us from National or Regional offices.  There seems to 
still be much buzz and or misunderstanding concerning the new Officer Certification Program (OCP).  The 
Directors & Assistant Directors from Chapter “A” along with Jenny and I attended the OCP training with the 
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New Jersey District, March 13 & 14.  What an exciting program. This program touches on the subjects from 
communication to leadership along with all the do’s and don’ts involved with a Chapter, District, Region, and 
National sections within GWRRA.  All officers will now be working from the same page.  It was quite 
informative and we gained a lot of knowledge.  I would like to tip my hat to Dan & Mary Costello for the 
outstanding job they both did as trainers for this program. It was two days of fun and we enjoyed getting to meet 
most of New Jersey’s Chapters staff.  It was never a dull moment.   Also thank you New Jersey District for 
allowing Delaware to attend.   
   
This program is open to anyone who would like to attend.  It will be offered at Wing Ding and also various 
dates within our region.  So if you’re at Wing Ding and can squeeze in the time sign up.  I hope some of you 
will choose to attend the Officer’s Certification Program.   
 
Thanks 
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For All Member’s Attending Wing Ding:  
 

Reminder:  Send your Wing Ding registration confirmations to Dave & Crystal Godin, Region Assistant 
Directors  at  e-mail cdgodin@yahoo.com or mailing address:  The Godins  P.O.Box 289, New Ipswich, NH  
03071; they must be received by April 15th to be entered into the contest. You could win!! 
 
Let’s start this New Year All Fired Up!! 
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Bike Talk for the month of March.  We are all getting out bikes ready to for the riding season, 
but don’t forget to get our co-riders ready.  This is a interesting article that I hope will yield great 
discussion for this month’s Bike Talk!   

 
 

Adding a Passenger 
After 6 months of experience you are still NOT ready 

 
By: James R. Davis 

 
Passengers and new riders 
are a NO NO. But you 
know that, I'm sure. So 
let's talk about the real 
issues. 
 
When you move from a 
smaller bike to a larger 
bike the learning curve 
essentially starts all over 
again. You will need to 
practice starts, stops, turns 
almost as if you had never 
ridden a bike before. 
However, moving from a 
larger bike to a smaller one 
takes about 1 minute of 
familiarity and you will 
have complete control of it 
(unless you make a radical 
move from a cruiser to a 
sport bike, for example.) 
But what I was reaching 
for here was the effect of 
added weight.  
 
It is NOT true that adding 
weight to a bike increases 
stopping distance and time 
- it merely makes it more 
difficult to achieve the 
same stopping distance and 
time but because traction is 
increased proportionate to 
the added weight, you have 

the traction to handle more 
braking - so all you have to 
do is squeeze the brakes 
harder to get the same 
distance and time.  
 
That is, adding a passenger 
changes the dynamics of 
the bike and a new rider 
barely has control of the 
dynamics that existed 
before adding that 
passenger. 
 
So, I recommend at least 
SIX MONTHS of 
experience riding your 
bike before you allow a 
passenger to get onto it. 
But at that time you will 
still NOT BE READY to 
handle the added 
weight!!!! You will need to 
practice with that added 
weight before you go out 
and test other limits. 
 
Further, that FIRST 
passenger should NOT be 
your significant other or a 
child!!!!! It should be an 
experienced rider. An 
experienced rider will 
completely understand 
ragged starts, less than 

smooth stops and some 
insecurity leaning the bike. 
He/she will NOT add 
problems by being 
distracting or other unsafe 
behavior behind you. Your 
significant other, on the 
other hand, will expect you 
to be in CONTROL of the 
bike and when you 
demonstrate sloppy 
starts/stops and leans you 
will undermine that 
confidence.  
 
With a passenger you want 
to PRACTICE, practice, 
practice - just like when 
you graduate to a 
new/larger bike. I cannot 
remember an 
inexperienced passenger 
who would have tolerated 
such practice sessions. So 
get a friend and help each 
other out with that practice 
before you subject an 
uninformed person to your 
learning curve. 
 
Finally, if your significant 
other is going to be a 
regular passenger, even if 
she never intends to drive a 
motorcycle, have her take 
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the MSF class. Honest! A 
passenger is NOT totally 
dependent upon the rider 
for his/her safety. Should 
you need help (heart 
attack, for example) your 
passenger can take control 

of the bike from the pillion 
and get it off the road 
safely from the pillion!!! 
(If trained.) 
 

Be Safe!�
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Hello Everyone, 
 
  
 Top of the morning to all of you,  
  
 Happy St. Patrick’s Day to everyone whether you have Irish blood running through your 
veins or not, we like to celebrate when we can. March is already here and riding our bikes is like 
seeing the end of the rainbow. 
 I will be doing things a little differently with birthdays from now on. I will now be 
putting two months together so you know in advance about someone’s birthday. I would like to 
wish Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to the following members and family members. 
 

   HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
    
Mike Prince   3/02 
Mike DeGeiso   3/04 
Bruce Raskin   3/05 
Kim Gillard   3/07 
Christina Hales  3/11 
Latisha Banks   3/12 
Amber DeGeiso  3/15 
Ellyn Raskin   3/16 
Shawn DeGeiso  3/21 

Jonathon Tomlinson  3/22 
Austin Lee   3/22  
Chris Tomlinson  4/09 
Sheila Carey    4/16 
Sean Hall    4/22 
 Dee Ashley   4/28 
 Brian Gillard   4/29 
John Reid   4/29 

    
                        HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
     Jim & Lisa Dunwody  3/30 
 
 I would also like to wish a Happy Anniversary to our members on the date that they 
joined GWRRA.  
 

HAPPY GWRRA ANNIVERSARY 
   
       Michael Vari   3/10/02 
       Briana & Kim Gillard  3/06/04 
       Lisa Blades    3/22/04 
       Mike & Judy DeGeiso  3/10/04 
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   I am proud to announce that Brian and Missy Gillard’s daughter, Kim 
Gillard has graduated from Johnson & Wales University, with a Bachelors degree in Hotel 
Management. She has already retained a job in this field. Congratulations to Kim, Brian and 
Missy for doing such a great job! 
 
I apologize if I have missed anyone’s special day, so please if you have not yet sent in the 
following information to me, please send it to me as soon as possible, I really do hate to miss out 
on someone’s special day. 

·  Your name and the name of your significant other  
·  Address, phone number, e-mail address 
·  Month and day of your birthday and your significant other’s birthday 
·  Anniversary 

You can call me at (443)553-8174 or e-mail at danelkton@aol.com. 
 
 If you have any important news in your life (joyous or not so joyous) and you wish to 
share it, please contact me and I will be happy to share it with everyone at your discretion. 
   Shining Brightly,  
   Terri Dickerson 
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Chapter Happenings: 
 
 
March 27th:  Chapter Gathering at Damon’s, 149 N. DuPont Hwy, New Castle, DE 19720 (on 
Rte 13 near the New Castle County Airport)  Breakfast begins at 8:00am (you may choose from 
the buffet or off the menu).  The gathering begins at 9:00am.  We will have a brief Hobo Stew 
Meeting after the gathering. 
 
March 27th:  Ride to the Candy Factory in Mommoth, NJ.  We will be leaving from Damon’s 
after the gathering & Hobo Stew Meeting.  We will be back close to 6:00pm.  Also, we will be 
going there and back in cars since the weather will probably still be too cold to ride our bikes.  
 
April 8 th:  Chapter dinner at Caraba’s on Rte 202.  We will meet at 6:30pm.  We need a host for 
this dinner, so please contact Dan & I at bearlyours1@verizon.net if you are willing to be the 
Host/Hostess with the Mostest. 
 
April 17 th:  Chapter Gathering at Damon’s, 149 N. DuPont Hwy, New Castle, DE 19720 (on Rte 
13 near the New Castle County Airport)  Breakfast begins at 8:00am (you may choose from the 
buffet or off the menu).  The gathering begins at 9:00am.  We will have a brief Hobo Stew 
Meeting after the gathering to finalize everything. 
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April 24 th:  Hobo Stew, Lum’s Pond, 16 Howell Rd, Bear, De 19701, Pavilion # 4, begins at 
9:30 and ends at 3:30pm.  See all of you there. 
 
May 1st:  Chapter ride to Paradise & Intercourse, PA.  We will meet at 8:00am at the 
McDonalds, 374 East Main Street, Newark, DE (near the Newark Post Office).  This will be an 
all day ride, we will find a nice place to relax, look around the area (shop), and have lunch while 
there, we should be home no later than 6:00 pm.   

 
Advertisements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Judy and I would like to introduce Motorcycle Touring Made Easy. We’ve enjoyed motorcycle touring and 
motorcycling since we’ve been together and now we would like to give back by providing information and resources 

that we’ve gathered so that others can have a place to get all the information they need to go motorcycling. We 
welcome all motorcycle enthusiasts to stop by and use this website as well as contribute their experiences to help make 

one big collective source of information. 
www.motorcycle-touring-made-easy.com 

 
 

 

Apparel & Uniforms 
Beautiful Throws & 
Personalized Items 
& Gifts  
Pillows 
Personalized  
Baby Gifts 

FOX CREATIVE 
EMBROIDERY LLC  

www.foxcreative- 
Betty Fox 

Owner 
302-454-8989 

1-877-454-8989 
 

1014 Nottingham Rd 
Newark, DE 19711 

 

 


